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”

LEGACY
WAS I A PERSON OF 

SIGNIFICANCE,
NOT JUST SUCCESS?

DID I MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

QUOTE OF THE DAY

2



Quote of the Day - continued

1. Success is not a position, title, or power…being 
who you are supposed to be, doing what you 
are supposed to do, and being where you are 
supposed to be. But greater than success is 
being a person of significance.

2. The question of significance is not size but 
impact.



KEY WORDS

RESTORATION OBEDIENCE

HONOR WORD OF GOD



THE COOPERATION (Ezra7:11-28)
A. The king's edict concerning Ezra (7:11-24)
1. What the ruler will do (7:11-20): King Artaxerxes of 

Persia allows Ezra to return to Jerusalem and promises 
him the following:
a) Any Jews who wish may go with him (7:13).
b) Any finances he needs will be provided (7:14-20).

LESSON OUTLINE

Continued…



2. What the rest will do (7:21-24): The king commands his 
officials west of the Euphrates to supply Ezra with whatever 
he requests.

B. The king's exhortation to Ezra (7:25-28)
1. Ezra's task (7:25-26): Artaxerxes directs Ezra to govern and 

guide the people, no matter who they are, in the law of 
God.

2. Ezra's thanksgiving (7:27-28): Grateful, Ezra praises God for 
granting him the king's favor

LESSON OUTLINE



Icebreaker Question #1

Why is the Word of God so 
important for the believer?



Icebreaker Question #2

What disciplines do you find 
helpful in motivating you to seek, 

do, and teach God’s will?



Bonus Question #1

Why is it important that God’s 
hand be upon us?

Examples in the Bible?



Bonus Question #2

Why is it important that we pass 
down God’s word to the next 

generation?



LESSON NUGGET

The people had lapsed into sin; 
and it was Ezra’s task to bring 
them back to the Lord. One of 
the emphases in these chapters 
is hands. Continued…



LESSON NUGGET

Ezra was a gifted man, but he could do 
nothing unless God’s hand was upon 
him and the people traveling with him. 
God’s hand is a providing, protecting, 
encouraging, and guiding hand.



ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

The Hand of the Lord
uEzekiel 3:22
uEzekiel 37:1
u2 Kings 3:15
u1 Peter 5:6

The Word of God
uJames 1:21-25
uRomans 10:17

All Scriptures are King James Version (KJV) unless otherwise noted





CONCLUSION

Undoubtedly, the Lord gave Ezra special 
faith for this journey, because He knew that 
Ezra’s desire was only to glorify God. When 
you consider the factors involved in this 
expedition, you can see what great faith 
Ezra possessed.

Continued…



CONCLUSION

Here were several thousand Jews, inexperienced 
in travel and warfare, carrying a fortune in gold 
and silver, led by a scholar, not a soldier, and 
planning to travel through dangerous territory 
that was infested with brigands; yet their leader 
didn’t want an army to protect them. 

Continued…



CONCLUSION

If anybody deserves the “Great Faith Award,” it’s 
Ezra! Our God is the Alpha and the Omega; 
what He starts, He finishes (Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 
Revelation 1:8, 17; 21:6; 22:13). If God is at the 
beginning of the journey and we trust Him, He’ll 
remain with us throughout the journey and take 
us to our destination. 

Continued…



CONCLUSION

Each step of the way, God will see to it 
that we fulfill His loving purposes, and He 
will never forsake us (Isaiah 43:1, 2; 
Hebrews 13:5, 6).



Bildad Misspeaks God’s Justice
Job 8:1-10, 20-22
ICEBREAKER QUESTIONS:
1. Why might it be easy to assume that God was 

punishing someone to whom bad things were 
happening?

2. How can you guard against thinking or speaking 
in ways that assume you know why God has 
allowed something to happen?

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON



Thank You
for Attending
Christian 
Development


